
The 75th World Foundry Congress
October 25-30, 2024, Deyang, Sichuan, China

- 930 -

Part 12: Precision Casting Technology

Proceedings Summary: Precision Casting Materials Comparison
Title: Comparative Analysis of Zircon, Fused Alumina, and Fused Mullite in

Precision Casting Applications

Jack Ho
Jiajing Technology (Jiaxing) Co.. Ltd,General Manager, Australia

Abstract: This paper presents an in-depth comparison of
three widely used materials in precision casting—zircon,
fused alumina, and fused mullite. Each material is
evaluated based on its composition, thermal properties,
mechanical strength, chemical stability, and refractoriness.
Special emphasis is placed on their role in enhancing the
quality of molds and cores, leading to high-performance,
intricate castings. Additionally, a novel advancement in
mullite with high alumina content as a ceramic gel-resistant
powder is introduced, demonstrating its potential in modern
casting processes.

1. Material Properties Overview:
 Zircon: Characterized by a high melting point

(~2550°C), zircon offers excellent thermal shock
resistance, low thermal expansion, and superior
chemical stability, making it ideal for high-temperature
applications. It ensures casting accuracy and delivers a
smooth surface finish, often used in molds for
superalloys and steel.

 Fused Alumina: A synthetic material derived from
aluminum oxide, fused alumina features a high melting
point (~2050°C) and exceptional mechanical strength,
thermal shock resistance, and wear resistance. Its high
thermal conductivity and dimensional stability make it
suitable for heavy-duty castings like turbine blades,
dies, and intricate metal components.

 Fused Mullite: With a melting point of ~1850°C,
mullite provides excellent thermal stability, resistance
to mechanical stress, and a balanced sintering behavior.
The addition of high alumina content further improves
its performance in high-temperature environments,
ideal for aerospace and automotive castings.

2. Key Selection Criteria for Precision Casting
Materials:
1. Dimensional Accuracy: Zircon’s low thermal

expansion and fine-grained structure allow precise
dimensional control, reducing distortion during cooling.
Mullite and fused alumina also contribute to casting
accuracy but may require different processing
techniques.

2. Thermal Properties: The materials must withstand
extreme temperatures without degrading or causing
casting defects. Zircon and fused alumina are preferred
for high-temperature alloys, while mullite offers a
balanced thermal performance.

3. Mechanical Strength: Fused alumina exhibits the
highest mechanical strength, making it ideal for casting
metals under high stress. Zircon and mullite also
provide adequate strength but are better suited for
specific applications based on thermal demands.

4. Chemical Stability: Zircon and fused alumina’s
inertness prevents reactions with molten metals,
reducing the risk of inclusions and ensuring high-
quality castings. Mullite also performs well in
chemically aggressive environments.

3. Comparative Performance Analysis:
 Sintering Behavior: Zircon’s fine-grained

microstructure achieves high density at lower sintering
temperatures, while fused alumina, with its coarse
grains, requires higher temperatures but offers high
density. Mullite, offering a middle ground, provides
good dimensional stability and consistent casting
performance.

 Refractoriness: Zircon leads with a melting point of
~2550°C, followed by fused alumina (~2050°C) and
mullite (~1850°C), making each suitable for different
temperature regimes in precision casting.

4. Mold Production Efficiency:
1. Mold Preparation: Zircon’s superior flowability

allows for faster mold preparation. Mullite’s quicker
drying times reduce production cycle times, while
fused alumina’s molds offer enhanced strength,
minimizing defects.

2. Surface Finish and Accuracy: Zircon delivers the
best surface finish with minimal thermal expansion,
while fused alumina provides robust dimensional
stability but may result in slightly rougher surfaces.
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Mullite offers intermediate properties, balancing
surface quality and dimensional control.

5. Novel Material Development: Mullite-Alumina
Ceramic Gel:
The combination of mullite with high alumina content in a
ceramic gel-resistant powder form represents a significant
innovation in precision casting materials. This new material
provides improved mold strength, smoother surface
finishes, and enhanced thermal resistance, positioning it as
a promising alternative for casting high-performance,
complex geometries.

6. Conclusion:
Zircon, fused alumina, and fused mullite each offer unique
advantages in precision casting. Zircon excels in high-

temperature stability and surface finish, while fused
alumina provides superior mechanical strength for
demanding applications. Mullite, especially with high
alumina content, delivers a versatile solution with excellent
thermal and mechanical properties. The introduction of
mullite-alumina ceramic gel-resistant powder marks a step
forward in achieving better mold integrity, surface quality,
and casting performance. This comparative analysis
provides a framework for foundry engineers to optimize
material selection for specific casting needs, enhancing
both production efficiency and final product quality.
This comprehensive evaluation of materials and their

application in precision casting aims to inform the
development of more efficient casting technologies and
techniques, promoting advancements in industries requiring
high-performance cast components.


